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Letter of Father Julien Binneteau, of the Society
of Jesus, to a Father of the same Society.

From the Ilinois country, [January,] 1699.

Y REVEREND FATHER,
Pax Christi.

God continues to be served here, in spite of
the opposition of the devil, who raises up people bit-
terly hostile to Christianity. We call them Jugglers
here. In publicthey perform a hundred mummeries
full of impiety; and talk to the skins of animals,
and to dead birds, as divinities. They claim that
medicinal herbs are gods, from whom they have life,
and that no others must be worshiped. Every day
they sing songs in honor of their little manitous, as
they call them. They inveigh against our religion
and against the missionaries. ‘‘ Where is the God,”
they say, ‘‘ of whom the black gowns tell us? What
does he give us to induce us to hear them? Where
are the feasts they give us?’” For, my reverend
Father, it is by means of feasts that the demon’s
party is maintained here.

Although people of this kind seem very averse to
embracing christianity, many of them nevertheless
trespect or fear our mysteries, and are polite to the
missionaries. Indeed, there are few whose children
do not come to the chapel. Many send them thither;
and, whatever may be the parents’ motive, there is
reason to hope that these young plants will one day
bear fruit, and that the party of evil will insensibly



